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MISSOULA, Mont.—Jason Thomas Krick, 32, of Missoula pleaded not guilty Thursday in Justice Court to a host of charges related to infractions that allegedly occurred Wednesday while he was driving under the influence. Krick appeared via a teleconference from the Missoula County Jail where He spent the night after being arrested on charges of a fourth DUI offense, criminal endangerment, violating the conditions of a restricted license, driving with an open alcohol container and a possible hit and run.  

Two Missoula police officers in separate patrol cars each said they saw Krick nearly hit 10 to 16 pedestrians around noon when he allegedly ran a red light heading northbound on South Higgins Avenue.  The intersection of Higgins and South Fourth Street West experiences heavy foot traffic during the lunch hour due to its proximity to Hellgate High School.  

Upon being pulled over, Krick agreed to a breathalyzer test and, according to court documents, blew a .199 – nearly two-and-a-half times the legal limit.  He has three prior DUI convictions from 1999, 2000 and 2002.  If convicted of a fourth, he would face up to six years in a correctional facility, a $10,000 fine, the forfeiture of all vehicles and a residential alcohol treatment program.  

Justice Court Judge Karen A. Orzech set Krick’s bail at $25,000, saying, “You pose a significant danger to this community.  The only way I can let you go is with a bracelet to detect alcohol in your system.  There’s just too much of a history with this.”

He was banned from driving for any reason until his preliminary hearing on Oct. 4.  

Officer Chris Kaneff said he was stationed at the intersection of Fourth and Higgins on Wednesday, specifically to catch drivers who endanger pedestrians.  That was when he saw Krick, driving a blue sedan, run the red light.  

Police Sgt. Shawn Paul was stopped heading northbound at the intersection of Higgins and Brooks Street, when he saw a blue sedan make a fast left from Brooks onto Higgins, screeching to a stop as it rear-ended an SUV.  Paul said he then passed the accident and continued north.  The sergeant was stopped behind another vehicle at the Fourth Street light when he saw the sedan blow through the intersection. 

Both patrol cars chased Krick, and he pulled over.  Kaneff said he noticed an open can of beer in the back seat, along with a bottle of hard alcohol.  When Paul asked him for ID, Krick handed the sergeant a Montana ID card and a Montana State University ID card.  Paul specified that he was looking for a driver’s license, prompting Krick to hand him a DUI restricted license.  Krick didn’t have proof of insurance.  

Paul said he took pictures of the sedan’s exterior because he received information from dispatch that a similar car with similar plates was called in for a hit and run moments before the stop.




